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SUBJECT: Chinese H-Bomb 
| : TN Fi aon DE } - " 
REF: . ‘Paris 20622 . Oe NA FO. 
You may draw as . appropriate on following technical and 
political analysis of chinese: H-Bomb. 


oe Technical analysis as follows: 





| Peking anno ced that China’ Ss. first hydrogen 1 bomb was 






‘| successtu exploded in the : ‘air. over Western China on June 17, 





| 1967. This was. the sixth Chinese- Communist, _ nue Lear test 
| wtentn less: ‘than, three years. . 
& oe P “test | 
“Our noni toring, stations. detected kak /explosion. We 
estimate: that. pee device ,exploded in the vicinity of the 
Chinese Nuc lear Test Site at Lop Nor, had a yield between two 


and seven megatons. The burst altitude was between 9500 and. 


12500 feet. We believe that the eu eee. was dropped from a | 






Jase « aixeraft. 
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It appears that the bulk of the debris from the explosion “| 
ose: above 30,000 feet.- Under'the prevailing atmospheric 


conditions: the: upper” air moverients: were’ relatively stagnant © 








or ‘were drifting toward the West: 
“Detonation oe ‘che Chinese therino- iad éar- davies at this. 
‘time is compatible with ‘our ear iter estimates of the general 


pattern of Chinese Communist nuclear developments. SHNXHNEXKY 





As we indicated more than a year and a half ago we believe 
that. Communist China can produce during 1966 and 1967 enough 
fissionable material to conduct a geet test program and in 
addition to stockpile a small number of nuclear weapons. The 
Chitnese also appear to be making an intensive effort to develop 

~ opexational siedium-range ballistic missiles and apparently 


work, is under way on intercontinental-range. ballistic missiles. 





‘ We. can expect to ‘see! considerable activity toward the dévelop- 
ment of these: $alltvedtc missiles during the remainder of this 
jedi’ and dn niecepatg years. On the basis of recent evidence, 
“te appears possible that they could conduct either a space or 


a long-range ballistic missilé launching before the end of 1967. an 
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If they give. their ICBM program .a very, high priority, they 
would still have to. engage in extensive flight testing for 


three to four years: before they would be ; able to sree xu 
deploy 


sects eee an operational ICBM by--the early 1970s. 





Accordingly wee have | ‘no reason’ to modify , our earlier estimate 
that. ‘al ‘significant Red, Chinese nuclear threat to the continental 
“United! States will: snot develop. before ‘the mid- 1970s. (See 


- page. 43 unclassified posture statement). 





be Pilea eoaiyote a follows: 
} . Chinese’ test unlikely to iaysane major impact on Peking's 

“strategy. Chinese ‘have been making steady progress in both 
~ queleat wid, missile development, and Hecent test, although 
‘possibly result of accelerated efforts, is in line with 
“long-term goals. We have estimated major aim of Chinese 
‘advanced ‘weapons program is to deter US nuclear attack against 

China. Related, ancillary objective is to give Peking somewhat 
freer ‘hand. in pursuing policy aims in Asia. Chinese evidently 
“fear confrontation with US growing out of their involvement 


dn Vietnamese var OL! Sany, future Asian “war of national libera- 
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chance’ of US’ forcing such confrontation. ° Chinese also inter-. 


ésted in ‘ability. to: apply political: pressure on neighbors by. 


rattling o£ ‘huclear’weaponsand' in. psychological and prestige 


‘benefits accruing from possession of military trappings of 


great power. Latest test further step on already-charted 
path toward achievement these goals. 


No evidence thus far that Chinese test itself has unduly 


shocked or upset China's non-communist neighbors. Prior nuclear 


tests evidently led them to expect hydrogen explosion in due. 


edit ga. On:other hand, concern generally expressed at con- 
_tinuing’ pace of Peking's nuclear program. “Moreover , it. may 
-. have ‘¢ome as disappointment to some to find that Cultural 
“Revolution and attendant disorders apparently had not inter- 


: fered with Peking's nuclear efforts. 











“Tn caseof India, chief effect of explosion may be to 


‘ineréase, as each test has done, pressure on government to 


“undertake own nuclear program. By same token, test may be 


‘used. by some Indians as argument against acceptance non- 
proliferation treaty (NPT). 
Japanese reaction was similar to that after previous 


tests. Foreign Office noted-that although Chinese weapons 
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not now a‘direct threat,. test increased international tension. | 





fee Among Communist neighbors, Soviet Union reacted critically 
to test, reflecting continuing sino-soviet polemic as well as . 
concern over Peking's growing nuclear capability. On other | 
hand, -since Soviets well aware of Chinese potential, test i 


must have come as no great surprise to Moscow and is unlikely 





immediately to affect Soviet defense or other policies toward I 














Peking. North Vietnamese, as with previous tests, lavished 


praise on Chinese. Although Hanoi may not expect immediate 





concrete advantages to accrue from test, regime may hope 
' prospect of increasing Chinese power may make US more careful 


in pressing war against North and may increase third-country 


“be concerned that Peking's success could lead to undue growth ~ 
Chinese influence in SE Asia area. 
3... Re para ‘4 reftel we do not consider it useful or desirable 


to stimulate. discussion of potential Ehinese threat to other 
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there will be strong interest in Pipaceeleuec aor ABM deploy- 


me 


ment 3 you should avoid supe TAPES comment at this time and 





note: ‘that NPG is seized with ABM puserioa aad will continue 








 ddedusaion at Ankara meeting... 
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